Broad-range PCR for the identification of bacterial and fungal pathogens from blood: a sequencing approach.
Broad-range PCR has become a valuable tool for the identification of microorganisms in the clinical laboratory over the last years. It was primarily used to identify slow-growing and fastidious microorganisms with poor biochemical activity. Nowadays, it is also used to identify microorganisms directly from clinical samples such as blood or punctuates from primarily sterile body sites. In these specimens, the usage of broad-range PCR is challenging regarding contamination and standardization. To overcome these problems, a new test system, the SepsiTest™, was introduced recently employing broad-range PCR for the identification of microorganisms in septic patients. In this chapter, the test system is described and the equipment necessary listed.